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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims replaces all prior listings, and versions^ of claims in the present 
application. 

l isting of Claims; 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of preventing reduction of sales amount of 
records due to a digital music file iUegally distributed through a computer communication 
network, comprising the steps of: 

a) producing an advertising digital music file by performing one of either 
deteriorating or damaging a sound quahty of an original music file of a record of a 
cooperating record corporation; and 

b) distributing the advertising digital music file through the computer 
communication network. 

2. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein at step a) the 
advertising digital music file is generated by inserting noise component such as a voice or a 
singer or performer in the original music file, thereby damaging the so;md quality. 

3. (Original) The method a$ set forth in claun 1, wherein at step a) the 
advertising digital music file is generated by lowering a sampling rate of the digital music file to 
below that of the original music file, thereby deteriorating the sound quality. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein at stop 
a) the advertising digital music file is generated by distorting the waveform of the original music, 
thereby damaging the sound quality. 

5. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein at step a) the 
advertising digital music file is generated by converting a multi-channel sound of the original 

2 of 6 



PAGE 5/9 * RCVD AT 1127/2006 1:42:07 PM [Eastern 



01-27-06 



01:42p[n Froni-ALSTON & BIRD LLP 



704 444 nil 



T-339 P. 006/009 F- 



AppLNa: 09/977,895 
Filed: October 15,2001 
Response dated 01/27/2006 



music to a single-channel sound, thereby deteriorating the sound quality. 



6-10. (Canceled) 
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